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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CHI St. Joseph’s Health Designated as Level 4 Trauma
Hospital

PARK RAPIDS, MN (July 26, 2017) - The Minnesota Department of Health recently
designated CHI St. Joseph’s Health as a Level 4 Trauma Hospital. CHI St. Joseph’s
Health and staff voluntarily participated in the intense designation process to become
part of Minnesota’s statewide trauma system. The process included an outside review
of the hospital’s resources and capabilities to care for trauma patients. CHI St. Joseph’s
Health met standards of commitment, clinical and equipment resources and staff
training. The hospital also participates in a continuous performance improvement
process.

“We are pleased to receive this designation and to be a part of the statewide
trauma system providing patients this critical care in our area,” said Brenda Huwe, RN,
BSN, Emergency Department and Intensive Care Unit Director and Trauma Program
Coordinator, CHI St. Joseph’s Health.

For a severely injured person, the time between sustaining an injury and
receiving definitive care is the most important predictor of survival—the “golden
hour.” The chance of survival diminishes with time; however, a trauma system
enhances the chance of survival regardless of proximity to an urban trauma hospital.

“Trauma is the third leading cause of death in Minnesota,” said Minnesota
Commissioner of Health Dr. Edward Ehlinger. “The goal of the trauma system is to
decrease injured patients’ time to care by making sure their medical needs are
appropriately matched with hospital resources. With the designation of CHI St.

Joseph’s Health as a level 4 trauma hospital, we are getting closer to our goal of



ensuring that seriously injured Minnesotans have access to an organized system of
trauma care wherever they are in the state.”

On average, trauma claims the lives of 2,400 Minnesotans annually. States with
trauma systems have seen survival rates increase by 15 to 20 percent. Wide-scale
participation in the voluntary trauma system ensures that a statewide, cooperative
effort is in place to care for seriously injured patients.

Minnesota began developing a comprehensive statewide trauma system in
August of 2005. Through its designation CHI St. Joseph’s Health recognizes the vital
role that communities, ambulance services, hospitals and health care professionals
play in the care and management of trauma patients.

For more information, see the Minnesota Statewide Trauma System site at
http://www.health.state.mn.us/traumasystem/
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About CHI St. Joseph’s Health

CHI St. Joseph’s Health is a 25-bed critical access hospital serving communities in Hubbard, Becker, Cass
and Wadena Counties since 1946. In recent years, CHI St. Joseph’s Health’s award-winning teams
received several national honors including: The Joint Commission Top Performer on Key Quality
Measures in surgery: Top 100 Critical Access Hospital, HealthStrong; WomenCertified’s America’s Best
Hospitals Women’s Choice Award in obstetrics; and the Studer Group Fire Starter Healthcare
Organization of the Month among other national, regional and state recognitions.

About CHI

St. Joseph Hospital is part of Catholic Health Initiatives (CHI), a national nonprofit health system based in
Englewood, Colorado. The faith-based system operates in 18 states and includes 103 hospitals, as well as
long-term care, assisted- and residential living communities; community health services organizations;
home health agencies and outpatient facilities and services. In fiscal year 2016, CHI provided more than
$1.1 billion in financial assistance and community benefit. CHI generated operating revenues of $15.9
billion and has total assets of approximately $22.7 billion.
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